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We hope you had a restful half term and are looking forward to the term ahead. We have lots of exciting things planned 

for this half term. You will find the overview of our topic on the class page.  

 

Our themes for this half term are ‘What happens when I fall asleep?’ and ‘Christmas.’ We have lots of exciting activities 

planned and will also be following the children’s interests. We will be continuing with our independent baking. The 

children have excelled themselves with how they have approached this. They have been able to follow instructions, 

listen to each other and work together. We will be continuing with cupcakes for the first couple of weeks and then move 

onto something else.  

 

Snack money is £7 for this half term, if you could please pay for the whole half term rather than every week to limit our 

contact with money. Please send this in your child’s bookbag clearly labelled and ask your child to hand it to their 

teacher. We ask for this voluntary contribution of £1 per week as we supplement the children’s fruit snack with a variety 

of food items and encourage them to try a range of different foods.  This also covers the cost of daily baking, playdough, 

sensory play, gardening and much more! Last term it also covered the cost of making fruit kebabs, hedgehog bread, 

fairy cakes, fruit tasting, sandwich making and mini pizzas.  If we don’t receive enough money these extra treats will not 

be able to continue. 

 

The children are now able to bring in bookbags everyday, so please ensure your child brings it into school as it makes 

it easier for them to carry artwork and books home. As the weather starts to worsen, we also ask that the children bring 

a pair of named wellies to keep at school. If this isn’t possible then please speak to your child’s class teacher as we 

have spare wellies at school which can be allocated to a child, if needed.  

 

EExAT 

We hope that everyone is now able to access their child’s online learning journey and is enjoying seeing the photographic 

updates. If you aren’t able to access EExAT or are having problems logging on then please speak to your child’s class 

teacher and we will be able to support you further. It is more important than ever that you are able to see what your child 

is doing in school and also contribute to your child’s learning journey.  

  
Nursery – Library 

This half term the nursery children will be bringing home a school library book. The children will have the opportunity to 

choose a new book each week, this will primarily be on a Thursday. However, if your child doesn’t attend on a Thursday 

we will change their book on a day they do attend. This gives you an opportunity to sit down with your child and share 

the book they have chosen. Please ensure you return books to school by Tuesday each week. The returned books will 

be quarantined before handing out again.  

 

Loose Parts 

Current research shows that if children are given a range of loose parts to play with it enhances their imagination and 

also enables them to problem solve. We are enhancing our loose parts resources however if any 

parents can help source any of the items from the list below, we would be very grateful. Thank you.  

 

 Tyres – bicycle, go kart, tractor. 

 Tree logs 

 Pans 

 Wooden planks 

 Plastic cable reels 

 Plastic tubes  
 Traffic cones  
 Construction signs 
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Climbing Frame 

As we are developing the outdoor space we no longer require the outdoor plastic climbing frame 

and slide. If anyone would like this for free and is able to dismantle and collect themselves then 

please speak to a member of staff.  

  

 

 

Woodland Area 

Currently, the children access the Woodland Area next to the building twice a week. We have Mucky Mondays and Wild 

Wednesdays. In addition to this, from this half term the children will also be involved in ‘Forest School’ activities with 

Mrs Kennett, our Forest School Leader. Every Thursday afternoon Mrs Kennett will take groups of 8 children out at a 

time. The children will be rotated each week and will have an opportunity to experience Forest School type activities. 

The children will be involved in activities such as den building, making fairies,  flower crowns, whittling sticks and much 

more.  One of the main philosophies of Forest School is that we go outside whatever the weather so we will be providing 

the children with waterproof trousers. Please ensure they have a pair of wellies in school and bring a warm, waterproof 

coat, hat and gloves. Thank you.  

 

Bluebells Phonics 

At the end of each week a plan of phonic activities will be uploaded onto the class page. This will include an overview 

of the letter sounds we have learnt during the week and activities to consolidate learning at home. This will also act as 

home learning for Phonics should your child need to self isolate.  

 

Polite Reminders 

 To keep everyone safe and try and ensure social distancing please only 1 adult per household at drop off and 

pick-up time.  

 If you need to pass on a message  to the teacher please use the class email or if appropriate please telephone 

the school office and they will pass on any urgent message.  

 Please leave school grounds as soon as you have collected your child, children should not be playing in any of 

the areas or mixing with other classes. 

 

We are delighted to share some of our class displays – please see page 3 of this newsletter. 

 

Should you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact us by email and we can answer by return 

or arrange to contact you by telephone.  Please refrain from posting on social media and contact the class teacher or 

Early Years Team Leader directly. 

 

Snowdrop Class (Nursery) – Mrs Thornley, Mrs Kennett & Mrs Cox snowdrop@st-james.derbyshire.sch.uk  

Bluebell Class (Reception) – Mrs Allan & Mrs Kennett bluebell@st-james.derbyshire.sch.uk  

Early Years & KS1 Leader – Mrs Cox KS1leader@st-james.derbyshire.sch.uk  
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