
Poppy Class Newsletter 

Autumn Term 2 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope you have all had a restful half term.  It has been lovely getting to know 

our new class and having the children back in school.  The children have all 

settled in well and are working hard.  Below are our class portraits… 

 

Our last topic, School Days, was a huge success.  The children enjoyed 

experiencing a Victorian School day and learned a great deal about school life in 

the past.  Below are some lovely pictures… 

             



 

Topic 

Our new topic is ‘Towers, Tunnels and Turrets’.  We will begin our topic with a 

‘Wow’ day on Monday 9th November, when we will dress as kings, queens and 

knights.  We will experience a royal day, and explore castles, kings and queens.  

More information and home learning ideas will be on our class page on the school 

website.   

Homework 

Please continue to read regularly with your child.  Regular practice really does 

make a huge impact on confidence and ability.  Reading is a vital skill and allows 

children to access the whole curriculum.   

Phonics homework is added weekly to our class page on the school website.  

Please try to complete this homework each week.   

Topic homework will also be added to our class page on the website, each half 

term.  The home learning ideas are there for your child to choose which 

activities they would like to complete.  Please can your child bring in a piece of 

their topic homework to share with the class on Friday 4th December.   



Assessments 

The year 2 children will be completing the phonics screening check on 

Wednesday 25th November.  This is a statutory assessment that would have 

been completed in June last year.  The assessment will be completed 1:1 with 

me.  The children have been doing lots of phonics work and I am sure they will 

do well.   

Covid Guidance 

Please can I remind parents / carers that children are not to bring any non-

essential items into school.  Some children have been bringing in lovely gifts for 

their friends, but unfortunately this could cause transmission of the virus.  The 

children only need to bring their school bag, reading book, reading record, 

drinking bottle and any essential clothing.   

Star of the Week 

Each week, we choose a member of our class to be ‘Star of the Week’.  They are 

chosen for many different reasons, and it is always hard to choose just one 

child!  Our star of the week is encouraged to bring a special item from home, 

that they want to share with the class.  Only that child will touch the item and 

it will be kept in their school bag.  This is a good opportunity for the children to 

talk in a large group and answer questions from the other children. 

We are so proud of all our children.  They have settled fantastically into their 

new class and new routines.  School life is very different at the moment, but 

the children have adjusted well.   

If you have any queries or concerns please contact me on  

poppy@st-james.derbyshire.sch.uk  

 

Thank you for your ongoing support, 

Mrs Fletcher 
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